
Christ as Prophet 
Deuteronomy 18:15-22 & The Epistle to the Hebrews 

 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS REGARDING ADVENT TEACHING SERIES 
1. Today (Nov. 29, 2015) is traditionally known as the First Sunday of Advent, the season celebrating the Incarnation. 

 Reformed saints largely reject the liturgical calendar, sometimes even “evangelical” holy days (e.g. Christmas). 
 The Puritans and Scottish Presbyterians recognized the Lord’s Day as the only holy day required by God. 
 The Continental Reformed tradition observed evangelical holy days while rejecting the high church calendar. 

 If we knew the abusive and divisive ways holy days were used in former times, we might be very sympathetic. 
2. Our congregation has not made a formal or ritualistic observance of Advent part of our worship for good reasons. 

 But we do include teaching on the coming of Christ and some Advent songs part of our worship in this season. 

 This is not meant as an addition to biblical worship but merely as a liberty conducive to edification & evangelism. 
3. The original plan was to limit this year’s teaching series to three weeks, but I changed my mind and will use all four. 
4. On the next three Lord’s Days we’ll study Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King, then the birth narrative on Dec. 20th. 
 

Westminster Larger Catechism 

Q. 43. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in his revealing to the church, in all ages, by his Spirit and Word, in divers ways of 
administration, the whole will of God, in all things concerning their edification and salvation. 

 
I. THE HUMANITY OF THE PROPHET 

A. Christ is a Prophet Like Moses (Deut. 18:15, 17) 
1. There are special, typological connections between Jesus Christ and Moses. (cf. 1Cor. 10:1-4) 

 Both represent God in inaugurating and administering a new covenant for God’s people. 

 Both are miracle-workers. Both are saviors. Both are lawgivers. Both are intercessors. 
2. Christ is the new Moses, called out of Egypt, sent into the wilderness, leading a new exodus, delivering 

the law on the mountain, interceding and saving a people for God’s own possession. Heb. 3:1-6 

 But in every way in which Moses served well, Jesus excels. Moses is a servant, but Christ is the Son. 

 Jesus is the greater prophet because He is the fulfillment (antitype) to which Moses’ life points. 
B. Christ is a Prophet from among the Brothers (Deut. 18:15, 17) 

1. Moses is clear that the prophet would be raised up “from among you, from your brothers.” 

 This points to both the humanity and Jewishness of the Messiah who was to come. (cf. Rom. 1:1-4) 

 The Lord Jesus is truly God and truly Man, one person with two natures (divine and human). 
2. Christ’s humanity is just as theologically significant and necessary as His divinity. Heb. 2:14-18; 4:14-16 

 Jesus experienced every kind of temptation you and I struggle against. He knows it by experience. 

 As the sinless God-Man He is able to make the atonement God did not owe and Man could not pay. 
 
II. THE DIVINITY OF THE PROPHET 

A. Christ is a Prophet Who Mediates God’s Presence and Word (Deut. 18:16-18) 
1. When Israel gathered at Mt. Sinai, they saw and heard God’s presence in a terrifying way. Deut. 5:22-29 

 They witnessed the powerful presence of God and were so terrified by His word they nearly died. 

 Their fear was appropriate, commended by God. This is the proper way to respond. (cf. Isa. 6:1-5) 
2. Jesus Christ manifests God’s power, presence, and pronouncement in an even greater way. Heb. 1:1-4 

 He does not merely represent God’s presence; He is God, present with His people. (cf. John 14:5-9) 

 Jesus is God Incarnate, One to whom we can draw near, One to whom we can listen. (Mt. 11:28-30) 
B. Christ is a Prophet with Authority (Deut. 18:19) 

1. To reject Moses was to reject God’s word and servant which was to reject God, a fatal error. (cf. Nu. 16) 

 Anyone who rejects the word of God delivered by God’s servant is rejecting the higher authority. 

 It is so important to hear, receive, and believe God’s word when we hear it. (Jn. 12:48-50 1Th. 2:13) 
2. But if this is true, how much more egregious is it to reject God’s word from His own mouth? Heb. 2:1-4 

 If rejecting God’s prophet in OT was grave sin, how much more rejecting’s God’s Son? Heb. 10:26-31 

 Israel trembled before Mt. Sinai and the voice of God. We need more trembling before Christ. (Ps. 2) 



III. THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE PROPHET 
A. Christ is a Prophet Who is Faithful (Deut. 18:20) 

1. Posing as a prophet was a capital crime in Israel, which is a saving grace for many preachers today. 

 The third commandment prohibits taking God’s name in vain which is just what false prophets do. 

 The test of faithfulness is not eloquence, numbers, ministry success, or apparent appeal; it is truth. 
2. Christ has proven fidelity to the work and plan of God by His suffering and obedience. Heb. 5:7-10 

 His ministry anchors the hope promised from long ago. His mission is old, not new. Heb. 6:13-20 

 Christ came as the faithful One, to do the Father’s will. Woe to all who exalt themselves in His name. 
B. Christ is a Prophet Whose Word is True (Deut. 18:21-22) 

1. OT prophets were tested in (at least) two ways: prior revelation (cf. Deut. 13) and proven prediction. 

 Remarkably, some religious sects founded on false prophecies continue to this day. (e.g. JWs, SDA) 

 There is no need to fear such false prophets and certainly no reason to believe or follow them. 
2. But Christ’s word and work is true; it is proven, finished, and final. Heb. 10:11-14 

 We are called to trust a proven prophet and to follow Him through life into glory. Heb. 12:1-2, 18-29 

 He is faithfulness; His way is always right. We can trust Him & His Word, endure because He did. 
 
PRAYER OF REFLECTION 

Holy Father, You sent Your Son, Jesus, into this world to be the perfect and ultimate Prophet sent from God to 

men. We thank You, Lord, for Your perfect wisdom and work in Christ. We thank You that He has revealed Your Word, 

Your Will, and Your Worth in Himself, perfectly and finally. We thank You that He is proven and that we can trust in Him 

and look to Him for the strength we need day to day. Help us to seek Your aid daily at the throne of grace, coming in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our Prophet, Priest, and King. In His blessed name we pray. Amen. 


