
Christ as Priest 
Hebrews 7-10 

1. Traditionally Christ has been described as having a threefold office as Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 Some have suggested Martin Luther first used this scheme for describing Christ’s work revealed in Scripture. 

 Regardless of when the threefold description first appeared, the categories are clearly biblical and appropriate. 
2. The priesthood of Christ is a massive theme occupying much of Hebrews and fulfilling extensive OT typology. 

 The priest stands between God and Man, propitiating the divine wrath and mediating the divine grace. 

 The NT is clear that Christ is the sole Mediator standing between God and Men; He alone can save. (1Tim. 2:5) 
3. We will divide our overview into three sections: Christ’s sacrifice, His intercession, and the confidence we have in it. 
 

Westminster Larger Catechism 

Q. 44. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering himself a sacrifice without spot to God, to be reconciliation for 
the sins of his people; and in making continual intercession for them. 

 
I. THE PERFECTION OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE 

A. A Superior Sacrifice (9:11-14) 
1. Christ’s sacrifice exceeds in every respect the sacrifices formerly provided under the Mosaic Law. 

 The Temple, altar, Levites, and animals were all types and shadows of the greater things to come. 

 But Christ is the perfection the OT anticipated; His work is greater by every possible measurement. 
2. It is not an earthly temple Christ entered but a heavenly one. It is not with animal blood but His own. 

 This isn’t to say OT sacrifices were meaningless; God promised forgiveness in them. (Lev. 4:27-35) 

 But if such shadows were effective, how much more the sacrifice which brings eternal redemption! 
B. A Single Sacrifice (9:24-26) 

1. The ongoing sacrifices of the Mosaic system were a reminder of their ultimate inadequacy. (cf. 10:1-4) 

 It is not that God did not forgive the people’s sins; He did, but the sacrifices weren’t enough. 

 Forgiveness in the OT was granted in anticipation of the ultimate sacrifice of Christ. (9:15) 
2. God ordained this redemption from the foundation of the world. (cf. Eph. 1:4; 1Pet. 1:19-21; Rev. 17:8) 

 But the sacrifice to accomplish redemption was made once and for all in a single act. (cf. Jn. 19:30) 

 Did Jesus put away sin by His sacrifice or not? What He accomplished is not potential but complete. 
C. A Satisfying Sacrifice (10:1-10) 

1. Jesus came to satisfy the will of God in a perfect manner by fulfilling the entire demand of the Law. 

 OT sacrifices acknowledged Israel’s shortcomings and sins, but they could not truly make righteous. 

 God desired more than simple forgiveness or sacrifice; He desires a consecrated and perfect life! 
2. There is not a bull or goat or lamb that can stand in our place before the holy God; only Christ can. 

 By Christ’s obedience to the Father’s will we have been sanctified… once for all (εφαπαξ). 

 This is objective, definitive, complete sanctification describing our position before God in Christ. 
D. A Successful Sacrifice (10:11-14) 

1. A single offering has perfected for all time (definitive) those who are being saved (progressive). 

 The benefits of Christ’s death are not potential but actual; He died to save specific people… and has. 

 This is what “limited atonement” means, not a limited act but definitive effect to particular people. 
2. But the reality of accomplished perfection (cf. justification) does not exclude progressive sanctification. 

 Believers are saved, are being saved, and one day will be saved; three distinct aspects of salvation. 

 Our acceptance in Christ is complete, but our transformation in the likeness of Christ is incomplete. 
E. A Sufficient Sacrifice (10:15-18) 

1. What more is required for the forgiveness of our sins? Is anything lacking for us to be accepted by God? 

 Synergists (Arminians) believe grace is necessary but insufficient. Christ + Man = Salvation 

 But notice the passage: God regenerates the heart, puts His law within, and forgives our sins. 
2. No more sacrifices are required for us to be reconciled to God, no re-presentation of Christ in the Mass. 

 Our belief, obedience, and celebration of the sacraments are all grateful responses to God’s grace. 

 We do not add anything to Christ’s perfect work of redemption; we simple receive and rest in it. 



II. THE PERMANENCE OF CHRIST’S INTERCESSION 
A. A Permanently Present Priest (7:23-25) 

1. The ministry of Levitical priests was constrained by their mortality; thus it was a generational office. 

 But Christ is eternal, and consequently His priesthood is eternal and unchanging as well. 

 We should take great comfort and find great security in the immutability of our God. (cf. 13:8) 
2. Christ’s work of atonement is complete, but His work of intercession on our behalf continues. 

 Intercession is pleading for another, so Christ continues to represent us before the Father. (1Jn. 2:1) 

 I am not alone when I sin; I come in Christ’s name to the Father; I rest in His merits and God’s love. 
B. A Permanently Pure Priest (7:26-28) 

1. The Levitical priesthood was limited not only by mortality but by human frailty and sinfulness. 

 Every priest who prayed and sacrificed on behalf of the people needed a mediator of their own. 

 They themselves had sins which required atonement; their own obedience to God was impure. 
2. But Christ has no need of these things; He was tempted in every way we are, but never sinned. (cf. 4:15) 

 OT priests were servants, but our High Priest is God’s Son. In whom can we have more confidence? 

 The Marian and saintly intercession of the Roman Church are blasphemous perversion of this truth. 
 

III. THE PROMISE OF CHRIST’S PRIESTLY MINISTRY 
A. We Rest in a Better Hope and Covenant (7:18-19, 22) 

1. Fundamentally the hope of God’s people has always been the same, but that hope is better now. 

 Christ has secured what was only promised and anticipated in the OT. The promise has fulfillment. 

 Because Jesus has accomplished redemption, we have strong consolation of the ultimate outcome. 
2. The Mosaic covenant was gracious, but it also included warnings and threats and was eventually broken. 

 The New Covenant in Christ likewise warns, but it will never be broken; it will never fail. (cf. 8:8-12) 

 Consequently, both our hope and the covenant words we enjoy are better and richer than before. 
B. We Eagerly Await Salvation, not Judgment (9:27-28) 

1. The Lord is coming again, and His Second Coming will bring judgment on the ungodly. (cf. 2Th. 1:7-10) 

 But we anticipate His return with great eagerness and without fear, knowing He comes to save. 

 Though a person can be saved without having assurance, we can and should be assured of our hope! 
2. It is appropriate to examine our hearts to discern whether we are eagerly awaiting Christ’s return. 

 Is that Day something we long for, pray for, and look for with joy? It should be! (cf. 2Pet. 3:10-14) 

 How strong are our faith and love and hope in Christ if we think little or rarely of being with Him? 
C. We Draw Near, Hold Fast, and Endure with Confidence (10:19-25, 35-39) 

1. We draw near to God’s throne and presence with confidence in our standing in Christ. 

 This is holy and humble boldness based on Christ’s work and worth, His merit, not ours. (cf. 4:14-16) 

 Part of our drawing near is full and faithful participation in the gatherings of the saints for worship. 
2. What does endurance look like? Continued faith, continued faithfulness, and a life committed to Christ. 

 Redemption is an accomplished fact, but salvation includes the ongoing, progressive outworking of 
our union with Christ. The struggle against sin, the dying to self, the daily resting in His work. 

 We must hold fast. We must endure. Eternity with Christ awaits, and it is worth the struggle. 
 
PRAYER OF REFLECTION 

Holy Father, we thank You for the finished work of Christ, for the perfection of the saints accomplished in His 

work of atonement on the cross. We thank God for the perfect work of Jesus as our Mediator and High Priest. We thank 

You for the confidence we have in Him and for the hope we have because of Him. We pray, God, that You would fill our 

hearts and minds with love and gratitude for the perfect work of our Savior. Fill us with awe of Your holy and effectual 

love. Help us daily to rest in the work that Jesus has performed for Yours saints. To You be the glory, always and forever.  

In Jesus’ holy name we do pray. Amen 


