
The Gospel in Romans: Romans 9:25-33 
INTRODUCTION 
1. Remember Paul’s argument to this point in the chapter: 

a. The majority of ethnic Israel is accursed, remaining in unbelief (vv.1-5) 
b. But God’s word has not failed, because salvation is a result of sovereign election (vv.6-18) 
c. God does not owe salvation to anyone, but He chooses to save some from among the ungodly (vv.19-24) 

2. No one is lost because of God’s election. We are lost because of our sin. The only reason any are saved is election. 
3. Now we learn the rejection of the gospel by the Jews and the election of many Gentiles was prophesied long ago. 

I. THE EXPANSION OF GOD’S COVENANT TO INCLUDE GENTILES (25-26) 
A. The Prophecy from Hosea 

1. Paul quotes from the early chapters of Hosea in which the prophet’s family situation is discussed. 

 Hosea had been instructed to marry Gomer who proved to be an adulterous woman. 

 The marriage produced children of questionable parentage whose name had symbolic significance. 
2. The entire family drama in Hosea 1-3 serves as a typological and prophetic word to Israel from God. 

 God had married Israel who proved to be adulterous and who produced illegitimate offspring. 

 The grief of infidelity and the wrath and destitution it creates is a picture of God and His people. 
B. The Particular Application to Paul’s Audience 

1. Why is this important? Paul recognizes the prophecy of Hosea applies to Israel in the New Covenant age. 
2. Hosea anticipates the adoption and inclusion of those who were once not God’s people. 

“Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called ‘the uncircumcision’ by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands-- remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” (Eph. 2:11-13) 

3. The Lord has been merciful and brought into covenant many of us who had always been outside of it. 

II. THE EXCLUSION OF MANY JEWS FROM GOD’S COVENANT GRACE (27-28) 
A. The Prophecy from Isaiah 

1. The prophetic background goes further. Gentiles are included, but many Jews would also be excluded. 
2. God’s promise to multiply Abraham’s descendants was fulfilled, but not all of them would be saved. 
3. In the aftermath of God’s judgment, only a remnant would be shown mercy by God. Isa. 10:20-23 

B. The Particular Application to Paul’s Audience 
1. The tension for Paul’s readers is two-fold, and so Paul defends God’s purpose in two ways. 

 Why have so many Gentiles been included? God’s electing purpose foretold by the prophets. 

 Why have so many Jews been excluded? God’s electing purpose foretold by the prophets. 
2. The Lord never promised salvation to all of the Jews. He has kept the promises that He made. 

 Jesus announced the very phenomenon of Gentile inclusion and Jewish exclusion. Lk. 13:22-30 

 God’s election is not a surprise in this case, and it in no way undermines His covenant promises. 

III. THE EXONERATION OF GOD’S JUDGMENT AGAINST THE COVENANT NATION (29) 
A. The Prophecy from Isaiah 

1. Isaiah’s prophecy justifies the judgment of God against a rebellious and sinful people. 
2. The next verse in the original text (Isa. 1:9-10) refers to Israel as Sodom and Gomorrah. 
3. The Lord has not unjustly excluded innocent, pious, or moral people; they are wickedly depraved. 
4. The election and salvation of a remnant is an act of God’s grace, not proof God’s promise has failed. 

B. The Particular Application to Paul’s Audience 
1. The criticism of Paul’s gospel presupposes God promised more to Israel than He actually did. 
2. Covenant grace did not guarantee eternal life or exemption from the penalties of their sin. 
3. Human sinfulness and the divine wrath against it is the context of election and salvation. 
“…God’s mercy is cherished against the wider canvas of his wrath. No one can legitimately complain that the 
preservation of a remnant justifies a complaint against God. The salvation of any is mercy! Those who grumble 
against a God who refuses to save all reveal that they believe that God ‘should’ save all, and that salvation is not a 
merciful gift of God but a necessary part of God’s contractual obligations to human beings. In this theology 
praise will shrivel up, for no one is thankful when God merely gives what he should.” –Schreiner, Romans, p.530 



Paul has affirmed the integrity of God’s word (vv.6-13), the sovereignty of God’s election (vv.14-18), the sinfulness of 
human creatures (vv.19-24), and the consistency of his message with the OT Scriptures (vv.25-29). Now he is ready to 
draw some initial conclusions about the criticism of his gospel and the problem of Jewish unbelief. 

IV. THE EVALUATION OF ISRAEL’S FALL AND SPIRITUAL CONDITION (30-33) 
A. Seeking Righteousness by Law/Works (30-32a) 

1. Gentiles have obtained a righteousness they did not seek; Jews have not obtained it though they sought. 

 The Gentiles are notorious pagans, idolatrous at best, irreligious at worst, and infamously immoral. 
-Yet they have found mercy from the true God and are now true Jews, i.e. “the Israel of God.” 

 The Jews are the covenant people, conservators of the Law, set apart to God as a holy nation. 
-Yet the vast majority of them are accursed by Paul’s doctrine, set apart for eternal damnation. 

2. How can this disparity be explained? Only by distinguishing the righteousness sought and found. 

 The Gentiles did not seek righteousness at all, and thus were better able to discover their need of it. 

 The Jews sought righteousness diligently, and so were ill-equipped to hear they did not have it. 

 The Gentiles knew their profound sinfulness, and thus were ready to embrace a Savior. 

 The Jews knew their profound blessedness, and so were unable to see their own accursedness. 
3. The righteousness offered in Christ is an alien righteousness; it is not our own; it is not won by our work. 

 Though a devout Jew and strict Pharisee, Paul repented of any claim to a righteousness of his own. 

“…If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith” 

(Philippians 3:4-9) 

 The self-denying and abasing repentance Paul describes was rejected by most of his kinsmen. 

 It is hard to convince someone convinced of his own righteousness that he is, in fact, not. 
4. The Jews were accursed because they continued to pursue righteousness based on law & human effort. 

 The righteousness God offers is His own, Christ’s work, His faithfulness for our unfaithfulness. 

 But you cannot have it both ways. Either you will be justified by your own work, or you rest in His. 
B. Stumbling Over God’s Righteousness Revealed in the Cross (32b-33) 

1. The cross was the second and associated reason for the lost condition of most of the Jewish people. 

 The cross seemed foolish to Gentile pagans who did not take sin or holiness seriously. 1Co. 1:22-25 

 But it was an offense to the Jews, a stumbling block, a barrier seemingly impossible to overcome. 
2. The cross is definitive proof that righteousness cannot and had not ever been attained through the law. 

“And why do people stumble over the cross? Because it undermines our self-righteousness. For ‘if 
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing’. That is, if we could gain a righteous 
standing before God by our own obedience to his law, the cross would be superfluous. If we could save 
ourselves, why should Christ have bothered to die? His death would have been redundant. The fact that 
Christ died for our sins is proof positive that we cannot save ourselves. But to make this humiliating 
confession is an intolerable offence to our pride. So instead of humbling ourselves, we ‘stumble over the 
stumbling-stone’.” –John Stott, The Message of Romans, p.276-277 

3. If Israel had attained righteousness by the law, or ever could do so, Jesus would never have died. 

 Most of the Jews rejected the gospel because they rejected the cross and what it said about them. 

 It said they were not righteous on the basis of their covenantal heritage. 

 It said they were not righteous on the basis of their conservatory of the Mosaic Law. 

 It said they were not righteous, not even the most scrupulous of them, on the basis of their 
obedience to the Law. 

 It said they never could be righteous on the basis of any of these things. 
4. What does a person wanting to be righteous have to do? First, repent of self-righteousness. Gal. 2:15-16 

 “Deny yourself, take up the cross, and follow Me” was Jesus’ exhortation to His kinsmen. Lk. 9:23 

 The self-righteous can never be saved while remaining so. Justification is by your work or Christ’s. 



V. APPLICATION:  
A. Why Are People Lost and Saved? 

1. No one is lost because God did not choose him. But His choice is the only reason any of us are saved. 

 Sin is the reason people are lost. Self-righteousness is the default position of every person. 

 We seek to justify ourselves constantly; our entire lives are occupied with justifying our existence. 

 We seek justification in jobs, relationships, education, kids, even our hobbies, but it is meaningless. 

 No one can ever be justified by their own work. If Christ is not your righteousness, your life is vain. 
2. Why are people lost? The answer has nothing to do with election and everything to do with our sin. 

 People are lost because we all, both by nature and practice, are proud, selfish, God-hating idolaters. 

 Once we understand our own depravity, we will marvel not at God’s exclusiveness, but at His grace. 
B. What Does God Owe Me? 

1. Interestingly, those who criticize sovereign, unconditional election make an error similar to the Jews. 

 Both deny their condition (human or Jewish) is quite as bad as the cross makes it out to be. 

 Both affirm God owes something to everyone, whether equal access to grace or covenant privilege. 
2. The truth is that God has graciously given us everything we have, and He owes us nothing. 

 The gospel teaches us everything we trust in, everything we use to justify ourselves, is powerless. 

 You can build your life around who you are and what you do, but one day you’ll see how empty it is. 

 Or you can lay down your trophies and kneel at Jesus’ cross with empty hands and a broken heart. 
3. So where are your idols? What are you looking to for your righteousness? What makes your life matter? 

 If it is anything other than Christ, repent of it. Either put it in its proper context, or put it away. 

 Let Christ be your righteousness. Rest your faith, your hope, and your reason to live, in Him alone. 

 

PRAYER OF REFLECTION 
 

Gracious Father, You have given us everything we have, and what is more, you have given a perfect 

righteousness to all who believe in Your Son. Help us, O God, not to remain proud, not to act entitled, not to 

endeavor to justify our existence by the work of our own hands. Give us the grace to trust in Your Son alone, 

to receive and rest in His work by faith, and to look to the cross daily, as our basis for being here. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


