
The Birth of Jesus Christ 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

1. Our text today is the classic “Christmas story,” but how different it is than the way it is often imagined or portrayed. 

 Unfortunately, much of the modern Christmas scene bears little relationship to biblical history. 

 Christmas in modern American culture is far more materialistic and hedonistic than spiritual or reverent. 
2. Our purpose today is twofold: rehearse the basic elements of the Bible story and make brief application to our lives. 

 We will not be attempting a detailed exegesis or exposition of the passage. We are passing over many details. 

 I pray there will be value and encouragement in a simple reminder of this story and its significance for us all. 
 

I. ANALYSIS OF THE STORY 
A. The Historical Reality of Christ’s Birth 

1. Fairy tales begin “once upon a time in a far away land,” or “a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away.” 

 The Bible story is not just a story; it is history—the record of God’s mighty acts in this world. 

 Luke is an outstanding historian, and both of his narratives are filled with historical references. 
2. Our faith does not ultimately rest on our ability to objectively verify the historical claims of the Bible. 

 Our faith should rest in the Word of God and its confirmation by the Holy Spirit. (cf. 1Cor. 2:12-16) 

 But historical proofs are a compelling and supporting proof of the faith’s authenticity. (Ac. 26:22-26) 
B. The Providential Preparation for Christ’s Birth 

1. It’s no coincidence Roman authorities ordered a registration that took Mary to Bethlehem to give birth. 

 The Romans did not know the larger significance of their actions; they were not willing participants. 

 But God “does whatever He pleases” and “works all things according to the counsel of His will.” 
2. It was surely inconvenient and a little frightening to go to Bethlehem in Mary’s condition and give birth. 

 How many times does God’s providence place us in uncomfortable and even frightening situations? 

 The Lord does not promise a trouble-free life; He promises to walk with us through trouble and fear. 
C. The Prophetic Significance of Christ’s Birth 

1. Joseph and Mary’s journey to Bethlehem fulfilled prophecy in more than one sense. 

 The prophet Micah identified Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Messiah. (cf. Mic. 5:2; Matt. 2:1-6) 

 The reason they went to Bethlehem is because of their familial connection to David. (2Sam. 7:12-13) 
2. The Lord demonstrates His divinity by “declaring the end from the beginning.” (Isa. 46:8-10) 

 Every detail in Christ’s birth, life, and death were decreed and accomplished as foretold in Scripture. 

 We can rest confidently in God’s sovereignty over our lives. (Psa. 139:1-16; Jn. 16:33; Ac. 21:13-14) 
D. The Evangelical Nature of Christ’s Birth 

1. The Christmas story is a gospel story from beginning to end, the declaration of the Savior who has come. 

 Note the emphasis Luke gives to reporting what was said and heard. 10-12, 13-14, 15, 17, 18-19, 20 

 The announcement is good news/gospel (εὐαγγελίζομαι); “I evangelize to you a great joy” (Wycliffe). 
2. The focus at Christ’s birth was not on the sweetness of the scene; it was on the gospel being conveyed. 

 Our celebration of Christmas must never be separated from the gospel which it heralded. 

 The purpose of the Incarnation was not a winter holiday but the salvation Christ would accomplish. 
E. The Doxological Impact of Christ’s Birth 

1. The heavenly host (vv.13-14) and shepherds (v.20) worshipped the Lord because of what occurred. 

 The original Christmas story was not about time off work or even reunion with family and friends. 

 Christ’s first advent was an event celebrated with thanksgiving and the highest praise to God. 
2. It isn’t wrong for us to enjoy the traditional and material pleasures of the holiday season. 

 We can give thanks to God for family and friends and all the good things we enjoy this time of year. 

 But our greatest gratitude, our highest praise, should be for the gift of God’s Son who came to save. 
F. The Absent Features of the Traditional Christmas Story 

1. There is no tree, no halo, no Santa Claus, no wise men beside the manger, no presents. 

 Many of the features we associate with “Christmas” are entirely absent in the biblical story. 

 Christmas is not even technically a biblical holiday; it is nowhere commanded for the Church. 
2. This is not to suggest it is wrong to preach and praise the advent of Christ or privately observe the day. 

 But it is to suggest our interaction with Christmas should be biblically informed and disciplined. 

 So how do we interact with the “Christmas story” and celebrate this holiday in a proper way? 



II. APPLICATION OF THE SCRIPTURE 
A. We Should Enjoy the Personal Liberty God Gives Us 

1. Some Reformers and many of the Scots and Puritans rejected the celebration of Christmas entirely. 

 It’s my belief Christmas should not be bound by the church; we should not mandate its observance. 

 At the same time, we can (and should) take advantage of evangelistic opportunities of the season. 
2. It is not wrong to celebrate Christmas; angels and shepherds did, and Scripture gives the right to do so. 

 But we should appreciate the liberty we have as distinct from the requirement God makes of us. 
 The Reformers objected to the many feasts and fasts which Rome bound apart from Scripture. 
 Assembling with the saints for worship is not optional; other holy days are. (He. 10:25; Ro. 14:5) 

 We can enjoy family, food, and the blessings of this season without sinning against God. Ecc. 3:10-13 
B. We Should Exercise Ourselves in Proper Meditation and Thanksgiving 

1. There is a danger, however, that our enjoyment of material blessings will captivate us. Luke 12:13-15 

 Without shaming our children for enjoying their presents, we need to keep our focus on Christ. 

 We must beware of Pharisaical, “over-spiritualization” of the time, but also beware of neglecting it. 
2. Christmas is a good time to reflect on the real significance of the Incarnation and to thank God for it. 

 Rejoicing in Christ, prayer, and thanksgiving are continual obligations for believers. 1Thess. 5:16-18 

 This season provides many opportunities for fruitful reflection and prayer in response to God’s acts. 
C. We Should Emphasize the Gospel, not the Gifts and Goodies We May Enjoy 

1. The gospel must be primary, not just at Christmas but on every day of our lives. 

 The coming of Christ is good news, not merely that He was born but that He came to die and rise. 

 The first Advent was for salvation; the second will be for judgment. Jn. 12:47-48; Heb. 9:27-28 
2. The greatest gift any of us can ever receive is the atoning work of Jesus Christ and forgiveness in Him. 

 The birth of Christ was necessary because true incarnation was required for our redemption. 

 This season should be a reminder of the extraordinary lengths our Savior went to in order to save us. 
 
PRAYER OF REFLECTION 

Holy Father, You sent Your Son into this world, not merely as a visitor but as a man. He laid aside His glory and 

assumed humanity, not emptying Himself of His true divinity, but assuming the human alongside the divine. What a 

marvelous mystery! How difficult it is for us to truly comprehend! Father, thank You for loving us and blessing us by 

sending the Christ into the world. Thank You for ordaining all things so that He would be born in Bethlehem, just as You 

foretold by the prophets. Thank You for saving us by means of His death and resurrection. Glory belongs to You in the 

highest for Your precious, powerful work! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


