
Exodus: Redemption & Revelation        Disaster and Deliverance (6-12) 
 

Outline 

I. The Prelude to the Plagues (6:1-7:13) 

a. Preparatory Promises (6:1-13) 

b. Preparatory Generations (6:14-30) 

c. Preparatory Signs (7:1-13) 

II. 1
st
 Plague: Water to Blood (7:14-25) 

III. 2
nd

 Plague: Frogs (8:1-15) 

IV. 3
rd

 Plague: Lice/Gnats (8:16-19) 

V. 4
th

 Plague: Flies (8:20-32) 

VI. 5
th

 Plague: Livestock Die (9:1-7) 

VII. 6
th

 Plague: Boils (9:8-12) 

VIII. 7
th

 Plague: Hail (9:13-35) 

IX. 8
th

 Plague: Locusts (10:1-20) 

X. 9
th

 Plague: Darkness (10:21-29) 

XI. 10
th

 Plague: Death of the Firstborn 

(11:1-12:32) 

a. The Pronouncement (11:1-10) 

b. The Passover (12:1-28) 

c. The Plague (12:29-32) 

XII. The Exodus (12:33-42) 

XIII. Passover Regulations (12:43-51) 

Observations 

The period of the plagues likely lasted at least nine months based on the agricultural references in the narrative. 

For close to a year the showdown between Yahweh and Egypt raged, then quieted down, then raged again. The 

plagues were a systematic and thorough judgment on Egyptian culture, religion, government, and society. 

The demand that Pharaoh acknowledge and submit to Yahweh’s request produced rebellion and stubbornness in 

the heart of the pagan king who was regarded by his own people as divine (5:1-2). The plagues were not a series 

of attempts by God to convince Pharaoh to let the Israelites go. On the contrary, the Lord chose this Pharaoh 

and brought him to power in order to glorify Himself (9:16). The Lord acted through the plagues to bring 

judgment on “all the gods of Egypt” (12:12), both their divine ruler and the idols they worshipped. 

It is important to note the various ways in which the text describes the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. God 

predicted He would harden the ruler’s heart (4:21; 7:3-5; 14:4-5, 17). Pharaoh’s heart is sometimes said to be 

hardened without identifying the active agent (7:13-14, 22; 8:19; 9:7). Sometimes Pharaoh is said to harden his 

own heart (8:15, 32; 9:34-35; cf. 1Sam. 6:6). And, of course, many times the text attributes the hardening of 

Pharaoh’s heart to the Lord (9:12; 10:1-2, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:8). Exodus 9:34-10:2 is instructive on the 

relationship of God’s decree to harden Pharaoh’s heart and the ruler’s own stubborn will. In that passage 

Pharaoh hardens his heart (9:34), his heart is said to be hardened (passive but as predicted, 9:35), and the Lord 

takes credit for the hardening of the king’s heart (10:1). So which is it? Did God harden Pharaoh’s heart or did 

Pharaoh harden his own heart? The answer is yes. The Lord hardened the ruler’s heart, and He was perfectly 

within His sovereign rights to do so (cf. Rom. 9:14-24). But it is not as though the Lord made a good man evil 

or turned an innocent person away. The Lord decreed the end, but He worked through a variety of means to 

accomplish His ultimate purpose. Pharaoh freely chose his actions and hardened his own heart, but the entire 

event was superintended by the predetermined purpose and foreknowledge of God (cf. Psa. 135:6; Eph. 1:11). 

How did the Lord harden Pharaoh’s heart? At least three ways are obvious in the text, apart from the direct 

action of God upon the ruler’s heart. First, God hardened Pharaoh’s heart by the demands of His word (5:1; 

6:28-29; 8:25; 10:8-11, 24). At first the Lord asked only that the people be allowed to go into the wilderness to 

sacrifice for three days. But gradually the demands increased. God continually impressed upon Pharaoh His 

divine authority in ways the ruler could not accept, even in his increasingly weakened state. The word of God is 

both the means of grace and judgment (Rom. 2:16; 2Cor. 2:14-16); the same sun melts wax and hardens clay. 

Second, the Lord hardened Pharaoh by the deceptions of false religion (7:10-13, 22; 8:18-19). The magicians of 

Egypt were able for a time to encourage Pharaoh in what he wanted to believe. Ultimately, even they admitted 

defeat, but it was too late for Pharaoh. The Lord allows wicked men to have their willfulness reinforced by what 

they want to hear (2Kgs. 22:11-14, 22; 2Thess. 2:9-12). Third, Yahweh hardened Pharaoh by delaying his 

destruction (9:13-16). God relented time after time, but the relief only further Pharaoh’s rebellion. Ironically, 

the mercy God shows to the wicked in most cases only prolongs and increases their unbelief. We should not 

mistake the kindness of God for His approval of our sin (Rom. 2:3-6). 



The demands made by Yahweh grew as Pharaoh’s stubbornness increased, but the modesty of the first request 

is indicative of two things. First, the demand of God demonstrates the true pride and stubbornness of Pharaoh. 

He will not bow to Yahweh’s authority, whether the request is great or small. Egypt’s destruction was not the 

result of God’s unreasonableness, but Pharaoh’s. Second, the demand of God demonstrates His ultimate right to 

command. The Lord is not obligated to yield to Pharaoh. On the contrary, God claims absolute authority, and 

those who resist or defy Him will be destroyed. The Lord does not plead with wicked rulers; He laughs at their 

defiance of His authority and decree (cf. Psa. 2:1-6). This makes God’s gracious invitation to humanity to 

repent and find rest all the more remarkable (cf. Matt. 11:28-30; Rev. 22:17). 

The Lord revealed the end from the beginning to Moses and Aaron. In 7:2-5 God disclosed the events soon to 

come to pass: (1) The demand for Pharaoh to release the Israelites, (2) God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, (3) 

Multiplied signs and wonders, (4) Pharaoh’s unrelenting stubbornness, (5) God’s mighty acts of judgment to 

bring the Israelites out of Egypt, (6) the recognition by the Egyptians of Yahweh as God. 

Two different words describe the transformation of Moses’ staff in 4:3 and 7:10. The first time the text uses the 

usual term for snake (נחׁש nâchâsh). But in 7:10 a different word is used (ּתּנין / ּתּנים tannı̂yn / tannı̂ym) which means 

dragon, serpent, sea monster (BDB). Some scholars think a crocodile or some other beast is meant, but it is 

possible this is a distinction without a difference. Whatever Moses’ staff may have turned into, the same word is 

used to describe the transformation affected by the Egyptian magicians. 

The ten plagues can be categorized and related in various ways. James Smith suggests five pairs: river plagues 

(#1-2), nuisance plagues (#3-4), disease plagues (#5-6), destruction plagues (#7-8), darkness plagues (#9-10) 

(The Pentateuch, p. 267). A number of scholars see the first nine plagues in three cycles of three (see attached 

chart by Nathan Williams). Corresponding to this threefold division, David Dorsey suggests a larger literary 

pattern for the context (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, p. 65): 

a. Yahweh promises to rescue his people from Egypt (6:14-7:7) 

 b. Yahweh’s power to create life (7:8-13) 

  c. Opening cycle of three plagues (7:14-8:19) 

   d. Central cycle of three plagues (8:20-9:12) 

  c’. Closing cycle of three plagues (9:13-10:29) 

 b’. Yahweh’s power to terminate life (11:1-10) 

a’. Yahweh rescues his people from Egypt (12:1-13:16) 

The recurring patterns of each plague in each cycle indicate the threefold division is correct. Likewise plagues 

1-3 and 7-9 include explicit instructions by God for Moses to stretch out his hand/staff, but are noticeably 

absent in plagues 4-6. In the first cycle God distinguishes Himself from Egypt’s magicians; in the second He 

distinguishes His people from the Egyptians; in the third He distinguishes Himself from Egypt’s gods. 

Questions 

Notice how many times the text refers to the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. Who hardens Pharaoh’s heart? By 

what means is Pharaoh’s heart hardened? What can we learn from this comparative analysis of his hardening? 

If the Lord knew that after the tenth plague Pharaoh would let the Israelites leave (11:1), why didn’t He send the 

tenth plague first? What does this statement (and the rest of the story) indicate about God’s control and purpose 

throughout all of the events leading up to and culminating in the exodus? 

What was the ultimate objective in the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (7:3-5; 10:1-2; 11:9; 14:4, 17)? 

What was required of a foreigner who wished to eat the Passover with the Israelites (12:43-49)? What does this 

suggest about the nature of the feast as a covenant meal? What parallel might you see in the New Covenant? 

Application 

God’s Sovereignty in Ordaining the Judgment of Egypt as a Means of Manifesting His Glory 

The Word of God as an Instrument Both of Salvation and of Condemnation 



Observations on the Plagues 
(Adapted from James E. Smith, The Pentateuch, pp. 271-273) 

 

How Do We Know the Plagues Were Supernatural 
Judgments, and not Natural Disasters? 

 

 Their intensity above other natural disasters 

 Their immediate arrival 

 The level of human control 

 The specific predictions 

 The differentiation between Egypt and Goshen (#4-10, cf. #8?) 

 Their progressive intensification 

 The reaction of the Egyptians 

 The source of the plagues (i.e. dust to lice, ashes to boils, etc.) 
 

What Was the Purpose of the Plagues? 
 

I. THE PLAGUES DIRECTLY ATTACKED AND DISCREDITED THE EGYPTIAN GODS. 
(12:12; CF. NU. 33:4) 

 The sacred Nile was defiled 

 Ptha the frog-headed god and Heka a frog goddess became detestable 

 The sacred bull Apis could not save the livestock from disease 

 The sun god Ra was powerless to drive away Jehovah’s darkness 

II. THE PLAGUES DISCREDITED EGYPT’S LEADERS. 

 They sometimes could imitate, but never prevent or remove God’s signs. 

 By the 3rd plague they admitted defeat and confessed it was the finger of God! 

 The plagues discredited Pharaoh, showing him powerless, stubborn and arrogant. 

 Even his servants recognized his foolish pride. 

 Some of them heeded God’s warning even when their foolish leader did not! 

III. THE PLAGUES BOTH FREED THE ISRAELITES AND GAVE THEM A FAITH-
BUILDING DISPLAY OF GOD’S POWER. 

IV. THE PLAGUES SERVED AS GOD’S JUDGMENT ON THE WICKED EGYPTIANS. 

V. THE PLAGUES MAGNIFIED THE POWER OF GOD. 

 They showed by their progressive intensity His awesome power! 

 “Now if I had stretched out My hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, then you 
would have been cut off from the earth.” (Exodus 9:15) 


