
The Gospel in Romans: Romans 13:11-14 
INTRODUCTION 
1. Already, but not yet…that is the tension of the NT’s view of the end; the kingdom is here, but it isn’t yet all it will be. 
2. Similarly in every believer’s life, we live in the already, but not yet; this forms the basis for Paul’s exhortation today. 

I. THREE INDICATIVES: DON’T YOU KNOW WHAT TIME IT IS? (11-12A) 
A. And This…The Eschatological Basis of our Behavior 

1. The first two words of this passage in Greek are literally “and this,” i.e. “and [do] this” (NKJV). 

 And this…what? Do what? The way Paul writes shows the connection of this to the former context. 

 The passage before us grounds everything already said in 12:1-13:10 in terms of our hope in Christ. 
2. Gospel centered teaching about behavior reasons from the indicative to the imperative. 

 Indicatives are a description of who believers are in Christ, as a result of the work of Christ. 

 Imperatives are instructions and commands regarding how believers are to live in Christ. 
3. Paul spent 11 chapters unpacking the gospel and thoroughly describing its need, function, and results. 

 Now he spends a few very short chapters applying that gospel in the everyday lives of Christians. 
-It is easy to get sidetracked with moralistic studies of how we should live, without exalting Christ. 
-Such teaching, even if true, inadvertently undermines our continual dependence on God’s grace. 

 The proportion is important. Doctrine creates and determines duty. Being precedes behavior. 
4. This passage is about the eschatological basis for the behavior commanded in 12:1-13:10. 

 Eschatological – relating to the end, the return of Christ, consummation of all, and eternal kingdom 
-Eschatological urgency is often in NT exhortation. Lk. 12:35-48; Heb. 10:24-25; Jas. 5:8-9; 1Pet. 4:7 
-The certainty of Christ’s return gives us hope, but the uncertainty of His timing keeps us alert. 

 We pursue holiness in anticipation of Christ’s return and of the coming fullness of His kingdom. 
5. Chapters 12 and 13 are bracketed by this hope founded on Christ’s prior and future work. 

 12:1: look at the present in light of the past; 13:11-14: look at the present in light of the future 
-What should we do (12:1-2)? How do we do it (12:3-13:10)? Why do we do it (13:11-14)? 
-We are not called to obey in order to be saved but because we are and because its fullness is near. 

 We are in Christ part of the new creation, but we are not yet all that we will one day be and see. 
B. Three Statements about the Hour 

1. THE HOUR TO AWAKE HAS ARRIVED 

 If you still doubt this, you are neither reading your Bible nor watching the news and need to repent. 
-This is true not only because of current events, but because of God’s kingdom promises. 
-There is never an appropriate time for God’s people to sleep. Hos. 10:12; Eph. 5:15-17; 2Tim. 4:2 

 Laziness is not an option for the Christian. We were made for work, not for lying in bed. Gen. 2:15 
-If this is true of physical/mental labor, how much more true is it of spiritual effort! 1Tim. 4:7-8 
-Many of us need less playtime, rest-time, and screen-time and more disciplined lives. Prov. 6:6-11 

“In a society governed by the sun rather than by the convenience of artificial lighting, people rose at dawn. 
Only slackards would keep to their beds after the first glow of daylight. Early rising was especially necessary 
in the Near East, where the bulk of work needed to be done before the heat of midday. Paul wants no 
slackards among his readers…. But Paul does not use the darkness/light, night/day imagery simply as an 
illustration drawn from daily life. For in using these contrasts, Paul is drawing on a broad tradition in which 
these contrasts were used as metaphors for moral and eschatological conditions.” (D. Moo, Romans, p. 820) 

2. SALVATION IS NEARER THAN WHEN WE FIRST BELIEVED 

 There are primarily three aspects in which the NT speaks of “salvation”: past, present, future. 
-Believers have been saved (Jn. 5:24), are being saved (1Co. 15:2), and will be saved (Ac. 15:11). 
-These three aspects broadly relate to the doctrines of justification, sanctification, and glorification. 
-It is the third, future aspect of salvation to which Paul refers in verse 11, not past or present. 

 My ultimate salvation is nearer than when I first trusted in Christ. Am I growing as it gets closer? 
-Is there evidence of my growth in grace and knowledge, in hope and holiness? Or am I complacent? 
-Those content they simply “got saved” in time past may feel little urgency to yet be saved one day. 

 Notice the salvation described here is corporate, the Church, the Body of Christ, not me individually. 
-This is not to deny the individual aspect of the Christian hope or of our personal salvation in Christ. 
-But it does highlight that this hope is our hope, our salvation; I belong to the Body. (cf. Rev. 6:9-11) 



3. THE NIGHT IS FAR GONE; THE DAY IS AT HAND 

 Night refers to the present, evil age, and day refers to the eternal manifestation of Christ’s kingdom. 

 1Thessalonians 5:1-11 could be thought of as a sister text to Romans 13:11-14; very similar imagery. 
-Cf. the references to day/night, light/dark, and the hopeful and holy anticipation of Christ’s coming 
-Both the day/night and light/darkness referred to have eschatological and moral significance. 

 Do we recognize we stand at the breaking of the eternal day? Christ already won. It has begun. 
-We cannot help but reflect soberly on recent events in our nation and mourn our national rebellion. 
-Nevertheless we should never lose heart. Live in light of eternity. See by faith the victory Christ won 

II. THREE IMPERATIVES: HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE? (12B-14) 
The indicatives of the gospel do not rule out or deny the importance of the imperatives of the gospel. 
A. Cast Off and Put On (12b) 

1. The duty of (progressive) sanctification, i.e. pursuing holiness, can be summed up as putting off and on. 

 We put off the sinful habits, desires, and deeds of the flesh and put on those taught by God’s Spirit. 

 Much of the NT teaching on holiness is organized in this way. Eph. 4:20-24; Col. 3:9-10; 1Pe. 2:11-12 
2. This is similar, in some respects, to many self-improvement methods, but there is a crucial difference. 

 In self-improvement, external behaviors and habits are used to affect internal changes in one’s life. 
(Eat less + exercise = healthier; less TV + more books = smarter; less laziness + discipline = happier) 

 This is not Christian sanctification; it is moralistic self-improvement. This is not biblical holiness. 
3. The Christian puts off and puts on because who he is has already changed; he is simply aligning with it. 

 Holiness is not a goal; it is a reality created by Christ. You are set apart to God, so live like it. 

 Self-improvement works to achieve success; Christians pursue holiness because of Christ’s success. 
4. If we stand at the break of the day, we do not need to be entangled by the world; we need armor. 

 How many of us stumble and fall, remain weak and ineffective against temptation, because we cling 
to so many things that handicap us in following Christ? Heb. 12:1-2; cf. Php. 3:7-14; Eph. 6:10-18 

5. Are we prepared to fight a war, to receive a King, to win the world to Christ? Many are not. 2Tim. 2:3-7 

 What idols are you treasuring in your heart? What sinful habits do you refuse to throw away? 

 Our lives are to be filled with and characterized by the fruit of God’s indwelling Spirit and grace. 
B. Walk Properly, Not Thusly (13) 

1. We ought to behave properly or decently, i.e. in a manner consistent with those redeemed by Christ. 

 We belong to the eternal day, to the kingdom of Christ, and our lives should reflect it. Matt. 5:13-16 

 We are strangers and pilgrims; we do not belong here; we belong to Him. 1Co. 6:19-20; Php. 3:17-21 
2. Drunken revelry, sexual promiscuity, and selfish divisiveness are characteristic of this present, evil age. 

 The first two pairs are not surprising, but how many Christians would join the third pair to them? 

 This is a sobering reminder the issue is not one for “all of them” but for “all of us (sinful humans).” 
3. Grace is no excuse for worldliness; God’s grace doesn’t empower the flesh, it frees us from it! 6:6-14 

 We will continue to struggle with sin, and the old man will continually rise up against us. 

 But Christ made a real change in our hearts; we are no longer slaves to sin. Gal. 2:20; Php. 2:12-13 
C. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and Make No Provision for the Flesh (14) 

1. Believers in Christ are clothed w/ Christ; His righteousness is the garment we wear before God’s throne. 

 Christ is our righteousness, not something He has imparted to us. 1Co. 1:30-31; cf. Rom. 3:22; 8:10 

 This righteousness is not our own; it is not the result of our work, but of Christ’s. Php. 3:9 
2. We cannot stand before God apart from the righteousness of God in Christ. Isa. 61:10; Matt. 22:11-14 

 Baptism is a beautiful symbol of this anointing and clothing with Christ. Gal. 3:26-27; cf. Rev. 7:9-14 

 Some scholars have even said Rom. 13:11-14 may be part of the early church’s baptismal liturgy. 
3. As we are clothed by Christ and with His righteousness, so we are called to pattern our lives after Him. 

 Notice, however, it is not merely behavioral imitation. Not WWJD, but put on the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 This is far more than just doing what He did; it is yielding to Jesus as He lives within us! Gal. 2:20 
4. We spoke already of the idols we cling to; how often do we sin because we create opportunities for it? 

 We cannot pray “lead us not into temptation” even as we run headlong toward it. 

 When we realize our areas of weakness, we need to have the good sense not to dwell there. 
 

May God give us the strength to live today in light of that day when Jesus is revealed in glory to claim His own! 


