
The Gospel in Romans: Romans 10:14-21 
INTRODUCTION 
1. There is a widespread misconception that belief in sovereign election stifles or contradicts enthusiastic evangelism. 

 It is certainly the case some might be disinterested in evangelism because of their views of God’s election. 

 But this is by no means necessary; in fact, it is a gross misunderstanding of the Bible’s teaching on election. 
2. Historically, Reformed Christians who believed in unconditional election were leaders in the missionary movement. 

 William Carey, Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, David Brainerd – great missionaries, evangelists, Calvinists 

 Why would such men devote their lives to evangelism? Because they believed God would save men by His word! 
3. Who would expect the strongest affirmation of God’s sovereign, unconditional election to be followed in Scripture 

by the strongest affirmation of the priority and power of evangelism? That is exactly what we have in Romans 9-10. 

I. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL (14-17) 
A. The Necessity of Evangelism (14-15) 

1. The apostle has just affirmed, with the OT, that “whoever calls on the…Lord will be saved.” (13) 

 This promise does not deny what Paul taught earlier of God’s choosing some but not all to save. 

 Our depravity has left us both unable and unwilling to call on the Lord unless He comes to us first. 

 Nevertheless, the promise of God and the gospel stands: whoever calls on His name will be saved. 
2. Calling on the name of the Lord is a cry of repentant trust in the risen Savior, Christ the Lord. 

 This is more than a mere verbal formula, e.g. “say this prayer and (presto!), you get saved.” 

 Some ministers and Christians act as if salvation is a magic trick using magic words. It is not. 

 A person can say the right words, but unless there is trust in the heart, they remain unsaved. 
3. Calling on the name of the Lord presupposes certain things; it is the result of certain realities. 

 Calling on the Lord in a saving way requires the presence of genuine faith. 

 Genuine faith is the fruit of and response to hearing the word of Christ. 

 Hearing the word of Christ presupposes someone proclaiming that message to the lost. 

 A messenger carrying the message to the lost presupposes a commission for them to do so. 
4. Paul explains this powerfully by walking the reader in reverse order through the process of evangelism. 

 The absolute priority of gospel preaching and deliberate missions must be recognized in the text. 

 People will not be saved in any other way than by hearing the gospel proclaimed by faithful men. 
5. The sending of evangelists to the lost does not deny the value of every Christian evangelizing. 

 Evangelism is the privilege and, arguably, the duty of every disciple according to their opportunities. 

 But the sending emphasizes the priority of evangelists whom the Church commissions for that work. 

 We need more than to simply invite our neighbors; we also need to send messengers into the field! 

 Ordained and lay evangelistic ministry is not an either/or proposition; it should be both/and. 
B. The Outcome of Evangelism (16-17) 

1. What does Paul mean when he announces, “But they have not all obeyed the gospel?” 

 While certainly true in a general sense, the specific meaning in this context seems to refer to Israel. 

 Though the gospel went first to Israel, the vast majority of Jews had refused to submit to it. 
2. What does it mean to obey the gospel? This language appears several times. 2Th. 1:8; 1Pe. 4:17 

 Some believe this refers to the obedience which real faith produces. 1:5; 16:26; cf. Jas. 2:14-26 

 But the context indicates this obedience is the repentant trust which calls upon the Lord. 13-16 
3. Hearing the gospel message is necessary, but it is not enough. 

 Intellectually accepting the gospel’s doctrinal and historical content is necessary, but not enough. 

 None of these, by itself, is saving faith. We must respond to the gospel, obey, by trusting Christ. 

“For Paul faith is not merely verbal assent but entails a wholehearted commitment to God.” –Schreiner, 570 

4. A penitent, trusting plea for mercy is the intended response to the gospel and true obedience of faith. 

 Many who “do” much claiming the name of Jesus have still not done the Father’s will. Mt. 7:21-23 

 What does it mean to obey the gospel? Call on the Lord. Confess Him as Lord. Believe. Trust. Yield. 

 The work God requires is believing; we are justified thru simple trust in Christ, or not at all. Jn. 6:29 
5. Faith comes by hearing the word of Christ, but clearly not all who hear it, audibly, have faith. 

 There is a difference between hearing and hearing with faith. (cf. Matt. 13:13-23) 

 Faith is more than cognition; the Holy Spirit must convict (Jn. 16:8); it is the gift of God (Php. 1:29). 



Paul responds to anticipated objections now by repeated citations from the OT. 

II. THE REJECTION OF THE GOSPEL (18-21) 
A. Have They Heard? (18) 

1. Some may say, “The Jews rejected Jesus because they have not had opportunity to hear the message.” 

 Not so, answers Paul. The revelation of God has been sent throughout the entire world. (Ps. 19:4) 

 Psalm 19 referred to general revelation, but Paul applies the same concept to gospel revelation. 
2. Some today will likely object, “But the gospel has not reached the entire world yet, has it?” 

 Paul is not meaning to say every individual on the planet has had the gospel explained to them. 

 It is a figure of speech, but an accurate one. The gospel had reached the known world. Col. 1:6, 23 
3. This does not mean the missionary task is complete, but it does exclude any excuse of ignorance. 

B. Did They Understand? (19-20) 
1. Some may say, “But the Jews did not understand what the gospel would ultimately do.” 

 This objection clearly, in Paul’s mind, has particular reference to the inclusion of the Gentiles. 

 The new kingdom was not Judeo-centric, as virtually all the Jews expected the Messiah’s to be. 

 Many were offended by the embrace of Gentiles and rejection of circumcision and rabbinic customs. 
2. But Paul responds that the Scriptures his Jewish kinsmen knew so well had always prophesied this. 

 Two citations, one from Moses (Deut. 32:21) and one from Isaiah (65:1), describe the phenomenon. 

 Israel’s apostasy, God’s judgment, the inclusion of the Gentiles: all are in the OT text. Deut. 32:15-22 
3. Unfortunately, many Christians today have a Judeo-centric view of the kingdom much like Paul’s critics. 

C. Why Are They Unbelieving? (21) 
1. If all this is so, why do the majority of the Jews remain lost? Because they are disobedient and contrary. 

 The word translated contrary (ESV) literally means to speak against, to contradict (ἀντιλέγω). 

 Their plight is not the result of ignorance or misunderstanding, but stubborn disobedience. 
2. No one is lost because God did not choose them, but His choice is the only reason any of us are saved. 

 This is not to denigrate the Jews; all of us without regenerating, redeeming grace are the same. 

 We need a more robustly biblical view of human depravity; we are not “good, moral people.” 

III. APPLICATION 
A. The Continuity of the Gospel and the OT 

1. Paul quotes the OT repeatedly in Romans 10 to confirm eight points identified by John Stott. 

 (1) The ready accessibility of Christ to faith (vv.6-8), (2) the promise of salvation to all who believe 
(v.11), (3) the glorious necessity of evangelism (v.15), (4) the unresponsiveness of Israel (v.16), (5) 
the universality of the gospel (v.18), (6) the Gentiles’ provocation of Israel (v.19), (7) the divine 
initiative of grace (v.20), and (8) the patient grief of God the evangelist (v.21) {Stott, Romans, 290} 

2. There is much that is “new” about the New Covenant, but that newness should not be overemphasized. 

 Christianity is the fulfillment and consummation of Judaism and the OT, not a rival or usurper to it. 

 To thoroughly and deeply grasp the gospel and New Covenant, you must start in and study the OT. 
B. The Necessity of Evangelism: Natural Revelation is Not Enough 

1. As we saw in Romans 1, natural revelation is enough to condemn us but not enough to save us. 1:20 

“…the gospel does not fall like rain from the clouds, but is brought by the hands of man wherever it is sent 
from above.” –John Calvin, Commentary on Romans 

 This is not to deny the necessity of divine election which Paul re-affirms as decisive in 10:20. 

 Reconciling divine election and human responsibility to the free offer of the gospel may be beyond 
our ability to fully comprehend, but that does not mean it is irrational or irreconcilable. 

2. We must not underestimate the power, priority, and purpose of evangelistic ministry and ministers. 
C. The Nature and Necessity of Saving Response to the Gospel 

1. Do you want to see people saved? Then we must preach the GOSPEL to them! 

“And when anyone forms an idea of God as good, according to his own understanding, it is not a sure nor a 
solid faith which he has, but an uncertain and evanescent imagination; it is therefore necessary to have the 
word, that we may have a right knowledge of God.” –Calvin, Commentary on Romans 

2. The gospel must be preached; the Spirit must convict; the message must be obeyed by trusting Christ. 

For further study: Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, J. I. Packer | The Gospel & Personal Evangelism, Mark Dever 



PRAYER OF REFLECTION 
 

Holy Father, having studied the importance and necessity of the preached word for the appearance of 

saving faith, we want to thank You for those You used according to Your sovereign purpose to bring the gospel 

into our lives, the human instruments whose teaching and witness became the opportunity for the Spirit to 

move in our hearts and awaken us to repentance and faith. For some of us those gospel messengers were 

parents, for others a pastor or Sunday School teacher, for others a friend, for others a stranger You sent to 

share with us the precious message of Jesus. For all of these people, Lord, we thank You. And we pray, O God, 

that we might be such an instrument, in the lives of our children and our children’s children, in the lives of our 

friends and co-workers and relatives, and in the lives of neighbors and strangers we meet along life’s way. 

Grant us wisdom, Father, give us courage, and the grace we need for this task, that we might glorify You with 

our lives and exalt Christ with our mouths in speaking the gospel to a lost and dying world. 

We pray in Jesus’ name and for His sake. Amen. 

  



2 Thessalonians 1:8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
 
1 Peter 4:17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and 
if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God? 
 
Romans 1:5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
 
Romans 16:26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings 
has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal 
God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?' And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of lawlessness.'” 
 

John 6:29 Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in 
him whom he has sent." 
 

Colossians 1:5-6 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you 
have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, 
as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing--as it also does 
among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 
 
Colossians 1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed 
in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 
Romans 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 


