
The Gospel in Romans: Romans 14:9-12 

INTRODUCTION 
1. It would be easy to read quickly through Romans 14, encourage each other to be more forbearing and less 

judgmental, and then to simply move on in the letter. 

 But in this section Paul mentions some of the most profound and central truths in his entire body of work. 

 The exhortation to unity and peace is based on the doctrine of grace, faith, and life which he discloses here. 
2. Jesus is Lord of everything, of everyone, and every aspect of our lives is under His dominion and for His glory. 

 This relates even to the most mundane aspects of existence, what we eat and drink, and to the most significant. 

 But unless and until we know the centrality of Christ’s authority and glory, we will not get fellowship right. 
3. It is hard to overemphasize the importance of the discussion in this section; it goes much farther than just this issue. 

 These verses bring together crucial ideas from the previous thirteen chapters, applying them to this issue. 

 Carefully studying this unit, especially 14:5-12, can help us learn a biblical view of life in pursuit of God’s glory. 
4. Three key ideas in today’s text: the Lordship of Christ, the brotherhood of the Body, the universality of the judgment. 

I. THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST’S PERSON (9) 
A. The Lordship of Christ Affirmed 

1. Some believers have created a false dichotomy between Christ’s work as Savior and authority as Lord. 

 This “no-lordship” gospel, championed by popular pastors like Charles Stanley, is very common. 

 It carries the biblical doctrine of “once saved, always saved” to an unbiblical extreme. 

“You and I are not saved because we have enduring faith. We are saved because at a moment in time we 
expressed faith in our Lord.” –Charles Stanley, Eternal Security, p.190 

“Even if a believer for all practical purposes becomes an unbeliever, his salvation is not in jeopardy.” p.93 

2. Christians are right to be careful to protect the biblical purity of justification by faith alone. 3:28; 4:1-8 

 We are not saved by our obedience or even when we obey; we are saved when we trust in Christ. 

 Obedience is the fruit of saving faith, not the way in which it is defined or effective. Eph. 2:8-10 
3. But notice how Scripture describes the saved. Is their faith enduring or not? Heb. 10:26-39; Rev. 2:10 

 Not all who profess faith or believe for a time will ultimately be saved. Matt. 7:21-23; 2Tim. 4:10 

 If we turn away from Christ, it is certain evidence we never truly, savingly knew Him at all. 1Jn. 2:19 
4. Paul associates Jesus’ Lordship with His death and resurrection; His atoning work does more than save. 

 Jesus died and rose again “in order that” (ἵνα) He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

 Jesus’ authority is established not only on the basis of divine Sonship but also on His atoning work. 
5. There are three ways in which Paul demonstrates and defends Christ’s Lordship in this passage. 

 First, he alternates the names of God and Christ/Lord throughout the chapter. 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 

 Second, he appeals to Christ’s death and resurrection as historical proof of His authority. cf. 1:4 

 Third, he attributes the judgment of all, living and dead, to Christ as God. cf. 2Cor. 5:10; Php. 2:9-11 
B. The Lordship of Christ Applied 

Several important applications follow from these theological affirmations. 
1. WE MUST RECOGNIZE CHRIST’S ROLES AS SAVIOR AND LORD ARE INSEPARABLE IN SALVATION AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

 If we are living in disobedience to Christ, a profession of faith should be no comfort to our souls. 
-Some have taken their sin lightly because they were convinced they already “got saved.” 
-Obedience to Christ is not the means to grace but is an evidence of grace. 1Jn. 1:5-7; 2:3-6; 3:4-10 

 Jesus died and rose not only to save us, but to change us into His likeness. 2Cor. 5:14-15; Col. 3:1-4 
2. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION IN OUR DAILY SANCTIFICATION. 

 Sometimes we may think of Jesus’ suffering only in relation to our initial salvation or forgiveness. 
-But His death and resurrection are powerfully connected to personal holiness. 6:1-14 
-The same power which raised Christ is at work in us who believe in Him! Eph. 1:16-21; Php. 2:12-13 

 The cross provides both the pardon by which we are saved and the paradigm and power to live. 
3. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION FOR FELLOWSHIP IN THE CHURCH. 

 Remember the specific context is fellowship within the local church, forbearance in Christ’s body. 
-Jesus’ death and resurrection reminds us of the cost of our brother’s salvation, and our own. 14-15 
-If Jesus died and rose to save my brother, shouldn’t I gladly sacrifice to edify and encourage him? 

 This isn’t my church or your church; it is Christ’s church, and He has the right to determine its way. 



II. THE BROTHERHOOD OF CHRIST’S BODY (10A) 
A. The Brotherhood in Christ Affirmed 

1. Unity in the Body of Christ is not something we create; it is something God creates in Christ by His Spirit. 

 We work to “maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” not invent it. Eph. 4:1-3 

 It is not that there should be one body, one Spirit, one hope but that there is one of each! Eph. 4:4-6 
2. If we imagine Christian unity as the product of programs and ministries, we are far astray biblically. 

 The church doesn’t grow by innovative ministry or smart programs; it grows by grace. 1Cor. 3:5-11 

 Nor will the church hold together by human ingenuity; it survives and thrives by grace. Php. 1:9-11 
3. We are connected because of what Christ has done, not because of what we may have in common. 

 A lot of people church-shop and church-hop, looking for the right fit for their tastes and family. 

 If this is concern to find a biblical, gospel-preaching church, then it is good; but it is often otherwise. 
4. If you only intend to be part of this church so long as it suits your preferences, you should leave now. 

 Better yet, repent of thinking that way, humble yourself, and make Christ and His gospel central. 

 Local churches will never have peace so long as selfishness in the name of piety prevails. 
5. What tears churches apart are people who are more interested in their preferences than God’s people. 

 But the people you are disregarding belong to Christ; Jesus died for them. We should love them too. 

 This is why we believe it both biblical and important to affirm what we do in our membership vows. 

“Question 5: Do you submit yourselves to the leadership and discipline of this church, agree to its 
General Statement of Faith, and promise to work for its purity and peace?” (emp. added) 

B. The Brotherhood in Christ Applied 
1. Everyone who has raised small children has heard one say to the other, “You’re not the boss of me!” 

 It may be said in an angry and unbrotherly way, but it usually is true; I am not my brother’s boss. 

 Paul’s basic question is essentially this: Who do you think you are, judging your brother that way? 
2. This verse, like every biblical statement on judging, is susceptible to abuse in two ways. 

 Libertines tend to misapply and universalize specific statements with limited context. (e.g. Mt. 7:1-6) 

 Legalists tend to redefine and so restrict such statements as to make them meaningless. 

 We should be careful to interpret and apply the text in harmony with and submission to its context. 
3. What Paul’s admonition not to judge your brother is not referring to: 

 MATTERS OF IMMORALITY AND IMPENITENCE 
-Immorality, un-repented sin, and teaching favoring it must be disciplined. 1Co. 5:9-13; Mt. 18:15-17 
-God’s moral standards are not matters about which we can believe or do as we please. 1Co. 6:9-11 

 FALSE DOCTRINE WHICH UNDERMINES THE GOSPEL 
-Teaching which corrupts the gospel endangers souls and so must be dealt with. Gal. 1:6-9; 5:4 
-It is absurd to think any church will long survive which tolerates different “gospels.” Gal. 2:2-5 

 DIVISIVENESS 
-The NT repeatedly says one who fractures fellowship must be excised from it. 16:17-18; Tit. 3:10-11 
-Christ’s blood bought body should be too precious to us to allow cancerous members to destroy it. 

4. What does each of these have in common? They are all matters which place one outside of God’s grace. 

 This does not mean those who practice such things were once saved and are now lost. 

 No, they are disciplined as a sign God does not accept them, and unless they repent He never will. 
5. What does Paul’s admonition regarding judgment within the brotherhood mean? 

 ACCEPTANCE 
-He may not be pretty, he may not be very likable, and he may be quite heavy, but he’s my brother. 
-We do not love and accept one another because we like each other, but because Christ saved us. 
-I love my children because they are my children, even though they may sometimes frustrate me. 
-Why can’t we love our brothers in Christ in the same way? It is because we resist the mind of Christ. 

 PARITY (EQUALITY IN VALUE) 
-My brother and I are equal in Christ’s body; one may have more talents, but each is God’s child. 
-We may serve in different ways, but it doesn’t change who each of us are: sinners saved by grace. 
-There are different roles in the Body of Christ, as in our earthly families, but the same Father of all. 
-Because he is my brother, he has an equal share in Christ’s kingdom and promises. We share in the 
age to come together, and one day we will live and worship there as brothers forever. 



III. THE UNIVERSALITY OF CHRIST’S JUDGMENT (10B-12) 
A. The Future Judgment by God Affirmed 

1. The Lordship of Christ is the basis upon which He will one day be recognized as Ruler and Judge of all. 

 He is Lord and Judge of all on the basis of His work of CREATION. 1:18-25; Col. 1:15-18; cf. Job 38-41 

 He is Lord and Judge of all on the basis of His work of REDEMPTION. 14:9; 1Cor. 6:19-20; 2Cor. 5:14-15 
2. A day is coming when every living creature will acknowledge Jesus Christ as God’s Son. (cf. Matt. 8:29) 

 Even the demons believe and tremble before Him, much less mortal men however they live now. 

 Nothing will be hidden on that day; He knows every secret, and we will give an account to Him. 
3. I tremble when I think about God judging my sins, exposing my darkest secrets, demanding an account. 

 Can I share a few Scriptures that may unsettle you? I hope they do. They certainly should. 

“You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path 
and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O 
LORD, you know it altogether.” (Psa. 139:2-4) 

“For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.” (Ecc. 12:14) 

“The sins of some people are conspicuous, going before them to judgment, but the sins of others appear 
later.” (1Tim. 5:24) 

“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your 
words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” (Matt. 12:36-37) 

“And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we 
must give account.” (Heb. 4:13) 

 We should never take lightly the greatness of God’s forgiveness and mercy in Jesus Christ. 
4. The purpose of these reflections is not to make you doubt but to make you praise His glorious grace. 

 You and I will not be saved, if we are saved, because there was no sin in our lives for God to judge. 

 We will be saved, if we are saved, because God already judged our sins in Christ on the cross. 
5. If we are judged eternally for our sins, every one of us will be lost and go to Hell forever on that day. 

 The only thing that matters is whether our name is in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Rev. 20:11-15; 17:8 

 If we’re in Christ, then we will be saved, despite our sins; if we are not, we will be lost. Rom. 8:1-4 
B. The Future Judgment by God Applied 

1. It is not my job to fix my brother; it is my job to love him, serve him, and support him along the way. 

 If he falls into error which endangers his soul, I must love him enough to restore him. Gal. 6:1-2 

 But these conscientious differences do not undermine his salvation, or none of us have any hope! 
2. When we stand before the Lord in judgment, every one of us will have errors in our thinking exposed. 

 We should be confident in what we believe and how we live, but none of us are without faults. 

 We may have a different perspective on many things when we stand in the presence of His glory. 
3. I am responsible for myself. I have duties toward my brother, but he will answer for himself to God. 

 I am called to be faithful as a husband, father, pastor, and brother, but not to be the Savior. 

 I will one day give an account of my life to God, including how I loved and related to weak brothers. 
 
PRAYER OF REFLECTION 
 
 Blessed Father, thank You for loving us and redeeming us out of our bondage to sin. Thank you for setting Your 

favor upon us even though we are so unworthy. Thank You for adopting us as Your sons, giving us an inheritance in 

Christ, and calling us to be Your children, forgiving and forbearing and forever providing for us as a merciful Father to His 

weak and wayward sons. 

 Help us, O God, to love each other even as we have been loved in Christ. Help us to treasure the work of Christ’s 

sacrifice more than our own preferences and priorities. Help us to repent of our selfishness and pride and to work 

tirelessly for the purity and peace of this local church and for the Body of Christ wherever it may be found. 

      We pray in the name of Jesus who is both Savior and Lord. Amen. 


