
The Gospel in Romans: Romans 16:17-18 
INTRODUCTION 
1. Before Paul’s concluding benediction, he has some strong words concerning the very real danger of false teachers. 

 The way his warning is stated leads us to think these false teachers are not in the congregations in Rome. 

 Nevertheless, there is a constant danger of destructive influences attacking the church from without and within. 
2. If doctrine is important to us, then the danger of false teaching will be a concern for us as well. 

 Our level of concern regarding false teaching will be directly related to our degree of concern for true doctrine. 

 If doctrine isn’t important in your “Christian” life, if it isn’t a priority, then you have a different view than Paul. 
3. Jesus placed a high value on doctrine. (cf. Matt. 5:17-20; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 10:26; 20:1-8; John 5:38-47; 8:31-32) 

 Is it possible to emphasize doctrine at the expense of love, character, and practice? Of course, and it is wrong. 

 But rightly emphasizing love and character does not change the emphasis the Scriptures place on truth. 
4. Paul has labored to clearly articulate the true gospel, so now he rightly warns the church against corruptions of it. 

I. THE DANGER CONCERNING FALSE TEACHERS 
A. Their Influence (17) 

1. There are two dangers associated with false teachers and their influence: divisions and stumbling. 

 Division (dixostasi&a) is used one other time in the NT to describe a work of the flesh. Gal. 5:20 

 Obstacle (skandalon) is a fascinating word used to describe a snare or trap. 

Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon: 
1) the movable stick or trigger of a trap, a trap stick 1a) a trap, snare 1b) any impediment placed in the 

way and causing one to stumble or fall, (a stumbling block, occasion of stumbling), i.e. a rock which is 
a cause of stumbling 1c) fig. applied to Jesus Christ, whose person and career were so contrary to the 
expectations of the Jews concerning the Messiah, that they rejected him and by their obstinacy made 
shipwreck of their salvation 

2) any person or thing by which one is (entrapped) drawn into error or sin 

2. These terms are important in properly understanding what Paul is talking about. 

 Division stands with immorality, idolatry, and drunkenness as works of the flesh contrary to Christ. 
 Divisiveness is a big deal in the NT and exposes one to the sanctions of the church. Tit. 3:10-11 
 A divisive person is categorized with those not under the Spirit’s influence, i.e. non-Christians. 

 Obstacles can lead others into sin and are associated with divine judgment. Matt. 13:41-42; 18:7-9 
 Christ and the cross are a stumbling block to unbelievers. (cf. 9:33; 1Cor. 1:23; Gal. 5:11) 
 But the result of tripping over them is divine judgment and condemnation. 11:8-10; 1Pet. 2:7-8 

3. These terms clarify we are talking about salvation issues, both the doctrines and those promoting them. 

 These are doctrines contrary to the gospel, positions which undermine salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 They also endanger the souls of those who embrace them and condemn those who advocate them. 

 Upon such false teachers and their teaching, the NT places an anathema. Gal. 1:6-9 
B. Their Identity (18) 

1. What Paul says about these false teachers is not politically correct. His compassion is for the church! 

 They do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ – Notice our Lord, He is not theirs; they are outside the Body. 
 What an ungracious thing for Paul to say! But it is true. He is defending the sheep, not wolves! 
 If your view of the Church involves embracing false teachers who are endangering souls, repent. 

 They serve their own appetites – They are idolaters, living for their gratification, not God’s glory. 
 The verb here is douleu&w, “to be a slave” (Thayer) (cf. Matt. 6:24; John 8:33; Gal. 4:8; Tit. 3:3) 
 They are enslaved to their own appetites, whereas true believers are set free to serve Christ. 6:6 

 By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naïve – They take advantage of people. 
 False teachers prey on the weak and ignorant who are easily deceived. 2Tim. 3:1-9; 2Pet. 2:3, 14 
 Millionaires don’t buy lotto tickets, and good Bible students don’t send money to televangelists. 

2. It should be evident Paul is not talking about sincere brothers with whom we disagree on some issues. 

 Paul already spoke at length about forbearance and harmony within the faithful body. (14:1-15:13) 

 He is speaking of those outside Christ, though sometimes they are in the visible church. Gal. 2:4-5 
3. We cannot assume every teacher who claims to bring Christ’s doctrine actually does so or is a Christian. 

 In the 19th and 20th centuries entire denominations fell into unbelief due to the influence of pastors. 

 The potential destructiveness of such people is extraordinary, and we must not underestimate it. 



II. THE DUTY CONCERNING FALSE TEACHERS 
A. Watch Out for Them (17a) 

1. Paul uses this same word (skope&w) in Philippians 3:17 to describe identifying positive examples. 

 The apostle is telling us to be proactive, to be observant and on the lookout for danger. 

 If saints, especially shepherds, are not on-guard, they may perceive danger too late. Ac. 20:28-31 
2. There is a necessary balance between being appropriately discerning and being hyper-critical. 

 Some Christians seem to see heresy and apostasy around every corner and are constantly critical. 

 On the other hand, many accept almost anything said “in the name of Jesus”! 2Co. 11:2-4, 18-21 
 I’ve often wondered why those so gullible do not seem to give faithful teachers the same credit. 
 Is it perhaps because the problem is not so much naïveté as it is carnality and itching ears? 

3. We need to be realistic about the dangers around us, while sensitive to the immaturity amongst us. 

 Sometimes Christians, even teachers, make honest mistakes & misstatements that need correction. 

 But we should be wise to the reality of rampant false doctrine which undermines the gospel. 
4. Not every professing believer is one; not every pastor or teacher who claims to speak for God does. 

 I am constantly on the lookout for dangers to my family. I try to be proactive in protecting them. 

 Should I be any less concerned about threats to the gospel, my brethren, and my own soul? 
B. Turn Away from Them (17b) 

5. The ESV’s rendering “avoid them” translates ἐκκλίνατε ἀπ᾿ αὐτῶν, literally turn away from them! 

 The verb is also used in Romans 3:12 (all have turned aside) and 1 Peter 3:11 (turn away from evil). 

 “2) to turn (one’s self) away, to turn away from, keep aloof from one’s society 3) to shun one” (Thayer) 

6. The NT gives explicit instructions regarding the church’s duty to reject and discipline false teachers. 

 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You 
will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every 
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, 
nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:15-20) 

 “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He 
has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, 
slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of 
the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. [from such withdraw thyself-KJV]”  

(1 Timothy 6:3-5) 

 “For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ 
in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose 
what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in 
the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the 
Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give 
him any greeting, for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works.” (2 John 7-11) 

7. When I arrived at CCC in September 2013, the church’s lending library was housed in 4 bookcases. 

 Shortly after Jacob arrived in November, we began looking through to see what was available. 

 We found Joyce Meyer and T.D. Jakes, pro-Mormon literature, and Harlequin romance novels. 

 There is a reason our “library” is now one bookcase. We are to avoid, not endorse, false teachers! 
8. You may be thinking, “But Joel, not everyone who disagrees with you is a false teacher!” That’s correct. 

 We are not talking about differences of interpretation between sincere brothers in Christ. 

 We are talking about those who teaching is “contrary to the doctrine,” i.e. the gospel, those who 
“do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ,” and those who flatter and deceive God’s people. 

9. We should not be quick to lump everyone with whom we disagree into the category of false teacher. 

 But neither should we deny the category or underestimate the potential harm of such teachers. 

 Life is too short to waste on those who are not clear in affirming the gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
historic, orthodox Christian faith. Fill your life with sound teaching, and be discerning of what isn’t. 

 
CONCLUSION: This may not be our favorite subject in Scripture, but it is vital for the health and survival of the Church. 
May the Lord grant us the grace, strength, and discernment we need to defend the purity of His doctrine and His people. 


