
The Gospel in Romans: Romans 13:8-10 
INTRODUCTION 
1. These three verses are a very powerful, practical punch in the gut to those tempted to divorce NT love and OT law. 
2. This passage helps clarify the proper relationship of love and law and guides us in practical Christian living. 

I. THE CONTINUING REQUIREMENT OF LOVE 
A. Owe No One Anything…Except Love 

1. Paul’s discussion in these verses has a twofold connection to the preceding context. 

 Linguistically, the word for owe connects 13:8 (ὀφείλετε) with 13:7 (ὀφειλάς). 

 Thematically, the fulfillment of God’s law by means of love connects 13:8-10 with 12:9-21. 
2. While the Bible does teach us about finances and debt, that is not Paul’s point in this passage. 

 Christians should always pay their debts, but there is a debt that can never be repaid or retired. 

 The obligation to love is ongoing; it can never be satisfied; it will always require our investment. 
3. The never-ending obligation to love does not discourage its practice but affirms its abiding importance. 

 We can never say, “I have loved enough. I’ve fulfilled all that is required of me in serving others.” 

 Our obligation to love by praying and working for the good of others never changes and never ends. 
B. The Centrality of Love in Biblical Ethics 

1. The Scriptures place a priority on loving our neighbor and practicing kindness to others. 

 The central statement on loving others is not original to the NT but is from Leviticus! Lev. 19:18 

 Jesus’ ethical teaching is not a fundamental change to the OT, though it is higher and clearer. 
2. The NT concern for ethics as the outworking of love is drawn from the OT. De. 22:1-4; 24:14-15, 19-22 

 Israel’s neglect of such love and kindness was a great sin against God. Isa. 58:6-12; (cf. Amos 4:1-3) 

 While the NT expanded and clarified this duty, the expectation was present in the OT. Prov. 3:27-30 
3. Jesus’ teaching called self-righteous Jews back to God’s original requirement in the Law. Lk. 10:25-37 

 Jesus didn’t say, “Here is something brand-new you must do.” He said, “What does the Law say?” 

 The parable was designed to expose the lawyer’s disobedience to what he already knew was right. 

II. THE CONTINUING RELEVANCE OF GOD’S MORAL LAW 
A. The Special Importance of the Decalogue 

1. The Ten Commandments (Decalogue) clearly have a special, unique place in God’s covenant with Israel. 

 They are the only portion of the Law delivered audibly and directly by God to Israel. (Ex. 20:1, 18-19) 

 They were written by God on tablets of stone. (Ex. 24:12; 31:18; 32:15-16; 34:1, 28; Deut. 4:13; 10:4) 

 They were placed in the Ark of the Covenant in God’s presence. (Ex. 40:20; Deut. 10:1-5) 

 They were a sign of the covenant itself (metonymy). (Ex. 34;28; Deut. 4:13; 9:9, 11, 15; Heb. 9:4) 
2. The Ten Words were not merely new rules from God but expressions of universal, eternal law. 

 The Ten Commandments are an expression of God’s moral law that transcends culture or context. 
-Was it wrong for Gentiles to murder, steal, commit adultery, lie, or worship idols? 
-Was it wrong for Adam, Cain, Noah, Abraham or men in their generation to do any of these things? 
-Does it remain wrong for men to do these things today? Have the principles of morality changed? 

 Some people deny the Mosaic Law can be divided into civil, ceremonial, and moral regulations. 
-But while the text is not categorized thusly, the implicit divisions should be obvious to us all. 
-The ceremonial is fulfilled and completed in Christ. The civil applies the moral in theocratic context. 
-The NT’s appeal to and application of the Decalogue assures us of its universal, moral relevance. 

B. The Surviving Imperative of the Decalogue 
1. Paul clearly sees a moral law in the OT that remains in effect for Christians today. 13:9; (cf. Jas. 2:11) 

 Jesus also affirms the continuing moral responsibility to the 10 Commandments. (e.g. Lk. 18:18-20) 

 It should be no surprise the Decalogue remains the basic summary of moral duty in the NT. 
2. Paul quotes Deuteronomy 5:17-19, 21 from the Septuagint (Greek OT) word for word. 

 The ninth commandment is, apparently, omitted (though it appears in a few Greek manuscripts). 

 The seventh and sixth commands are in reverse order in the LXX of Deuteronomy 5 as in Romans 13. 
3. Paul is not attempting to be exhaustive, but Jesus, Paul, and James all use the Decalogue to illustrate. 

 What kind of responsibilities do we have in loving our neighbor? What should love look like? 

 The Decalogue does not exhaust the biblical ethic, but it does provide the basic framework for it. 



Does the Bible Command us to Love…Self? 
“It is sometimes claimed that the command to love our neighbours as ourselves is implicitly a requirement to love ourselves as 
well as our neighbours. But this is not so. One can say this with assurance, partly because Jesus spoke of the first and second 
commandment, without mentioning a third; partly because agape is selfless love which cannot be turned in on the self; and 
partly because according to Scripture self-love is the essence of sin. Instead, we are to affirm all of ourselves which stems from 
the creation, while denying all of ourselves which stems from the fall. What the second commandment requires is that we love 
our neighbours as much as we do in fact (sinners as we are) love ourselves.” (John Stott, The Message of Romans, p. 350) 

III. THE CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP OF LOVE AND DIVINE LAW 
A. The Compatibility of Love and Law 

1. Love and law are often and wrongly seen as opposites, as antithetical to one another. 

 Some well-intentioned but misguided Christians affirm this based on misreading the NT. (e.g. 6:14) 

 But the contrast in the NT is not between love and law; it is about how one is justified in Christ. 

 Love and law are compatible and always have been, as the above references to the OT demonstrate. 
2. LOVE IS THE FOUNDATION OF DIVINE LAW. 

 Love is the divine attribute from which God’s self-revelation comes. 1Jn. 1:5-7; cf. Psa. 27:1; 36:9 
-God is light (holy), and His self-revelation becomes the light (truth) in which we walk. 
-Without love there would be no law because law is the result of God’s nature and revelation. 

 Love is the central theme which connects all of God’s revealed law. Matt. 22:34-40 
-The first command (Love God) produces the second, subordinate command (Love others). 
-These two commands then produce the framework of the Decalogue (#1=c1-4; #2=c5-10). 

3. LOVE IS THE PURPOSE OF DIVINE LAW. 

 The law of God is intended to develop and direct the love of God’s people. Mark 12:28-34 
-God’s law is not merely shaping behavior; it is training values and cultivating a godly heart. 
-If we think God’s law is merely Thou shalt and Thou shalt not, we miss the entire point. 

 Love is the intended outcome and strategic goal of God’s revealed law. 1Tim. 1:5-11 
-This is the crucial connection many would-be teachers of the law fail to grasp. 
-Legalism is not only a denial of the priority and sufficiency of grace, it is a misunderstanding of law. 

4. LAW IS THE APPLICATION OF DIVINE LOVE. 

 Just as God’s divine love is the foundation of law, so law is the application of that divine attribute. 
-Why did God create? Why did He reveal Himself to His creation? Why did He establish laws? 
-The basic answer is for His glory, but closely following that is the expression of His love. 1Jn. 4:7-11 

 God so loved the world that He acted redemptively to bring about our salvation. 
-This includes the offering of Christ but so much more, including the revealing of law to humanity. 
-Why do we have laws about how we should live? Because God loves us and desires our welfare 

5. LAW IS THE INSTRUMENT OF DIVINE LOVE. 

 God’s law is a practical demonstration of His love for His creation. 
-God’s laws are for the good of His people, never for their ultimate misery or harm. Deut. 6:24-25 
-God’s law is a means of blessing, not of saving us but of driving us to Christ and disciplining us. 

 Law is the instrument by which our relationship with God is governed and guided. Jn. 15:9-14 
-Law is not the basis of our relationship with God but is basic to the covenant established by grace. 
-The law shows our need for Jesus and teaches us how to glorify Him as people redeemed by grace. 

B. The Mutual Necessity of Love and Law 
1. Love fulfills the law in that the entire expectation, purpose, and aim of law is the exercise of divine love. 

 Law is expository of the principle of love. It defines and explains how we ought to love. 

 What does “love your neighbor as yourself” look like? See Ten Commandments #5-10 
2. The entire system of biblical law can be summed up in 10 commands, or 2 commands, or 1 command. 

 This is why Jesus says the entire Law and Prophets depend on these two commands. (Matt. 22:40) 

 Recognizing the essential connection of all God’s laws will help us rightly interpret and apply it. 
3. Love fulfills the law, but it does not replace it. We still need ethical guidance in a fallen world. 

 The law provides that guidance. It teaches us how to love, live, and serve in a way that honors God. 

 The law cannot save us, but it is no longer our enemy; it is an instrument of divine love and blessing. 


