
The Gospel in Romans: Romans 11:33-36 

INTRODUCTION 
1. The outcome of serious, biblical theology is doxology: reverent, exuberant, continual praise of God by His people. 

 Doxology (literally a word or the study of praise) is where Paul’s teaching on Israel, covenant, and election lead. 

 Many people think theology is dry, academic, and impractical; it certainly can be, but done right it won’t be. 

 Meditating on the word, worth, work, and wonder of God should bow our knees, lifting joyful hands in worship. 
2. We must not miss the significance that one of the most challenging sections of theology in the NT ends with praise. 

I. REVERENT EXCLAMATION (V.33) 
A. Analyzing the Structure 

1. There appear to be three aspects of God’s work Paul is praising: riches, wisdom, and knowledge. 

 A minority of scholars (Schreiner) believe there are two, riches modifying wisdom and knowledge. 

 What does Paul see in the doctrine of the last three chapters? God’s riches, wisdom, and knowledge 
2. In describing God’s word and ways as unsearchable and inscrutable, Paul does not mean unknowable. 

 What we know of God’s work is a matter of special revelation. We know by what God has revealed. 

 God’s existence and power are seen in creation; His salvation is only known through the gospel. 
3. Yet even in God’s revelation in Scripture and through His Son, full comprehension eludes us. 

 God’s truth is bigger than we are; you cannot wrap your arms around it and touch on the other side. 

 If you are content with a little Jesus, a little gospel, a little Bible, you don’t yet see God biblically. 
B. Assessing the Significance 

1. Oh, the depth of these truths! Oh, the depth of God’s wondrous work and revelation! Marvel at it! 

 Do we stand in awe, or are we so frustrated or confused or dissatisfied with the doctrine we cannot? 

 Do we have any sense of God’s majesty revealed in the gospel? Do we tremble at His sovereignty? 
2. How unsearchable are His judgments! How inscrutable His ways! God’s work and word are awesome. 

 Paul recognizes with great humility our utter dependence on God’s revelation to know His ways. 

 The revealed word of God is precious, more valuable than anything the world can offer. Psa. 19:7-11 
3. If this passage does not drive us to Scripture to worship before the God of the Bible, what will do so? 

 People don’t like ch.9-11 because the God revealed there scares them. He is too big. He isn’t tame. 

 If your god is docile, fully comprehensible, never scary or intimidating, you are worshipping an idol. 

II. RHETORICAL CONTEMPLATION (VV.34-35) 
A. Analyzing the Structure 

1. In these verses Paul quotes Isaiah (40:13 LXX, v.34) and Job (41:11 MT, v.35) to establish his point. 

 Paul also uses the Isaiah text in his discussion of special revelation in 1Cor. 2:6-16. 

 Both passages, in their original OT context, are important for understanding Paul’s doxology here. 
2. Isaiah 40 displays the incomparability of the true God; He is utterly unlike anything else in existence. 

 Language of comparison, while often unavoidable, is inappropriate to describe God. Isa. 40:12-31 

 The simple fact is we are made, in certain respects, like God, but God is not like what He has made. 
3. It is idolatrous, blasphemous, audacity to claim we intuitively grasp or fully know the mind of God. 

 What we know is only because He revealed it and enabled us to know it by His Spirit. 1Co. 2:6-16 

 Paul argument is that God is immense, and His truth exceeds the limits of our comprehension. 
4. The second quotation must also be understood in its original context: Job’s complaint against God. 

 Job believed firmly in God’s holiness, but he shared many of the theological errors of his friends. 

 He thought God had made a mistake and was unjustly punishing him. Job 13:18-26; 23:1-7; 31:35-37 
5. When the Lord finally addresses Job, He does not answer questions; He asks them. Job 38:1-11; 40:1-14 

 It is in this context the Lord asks the question Paul quotes in Romans 11:35. (cf. Job 41:11) 

 When confronted with God’s absolute, incomprehensible sovereignty, Job repents. Job 42:1-6 
B. Assessing the Significance 

1. What Paul says about God’s revelation is set on the larger canvas of God’s majesty and sovereignty. 

 If we are tempted to question, doubt, or complain about God’s choices in ch.9-11, think again. 

 God is not like us or anything we can imagine, nor is His work subject to our review or approval. 

 We may need to repent, like Job, of having a theology that is small, unbiblical, and unworthy of God. 



2. Paul is not saying God’s will cannot be understood. The mystery has been revealed in Christ. Col. 1:26 

 He is saying that God’s will is ultimately a matter of revelation. Man does not know it intuitively. 

 This is why we must depend on Scripture. You cannot trust your gut or heart or feelings. (Jer. 17:9) 
3. Paul has decisively revealed and dealt with significant questions about God’s sovereign electing grace. 

 The subject matter is difficult, and not everyone will like, agree, or appreciate what Paul has said. 

 You don’t have to fully understand why God chose to do what He does. You do have to praise Him. 

“Paul has certainly not provided neat answers to the baffling questions which arise in connexion with the subject 
matter of these three chapters. He has certainly not swept away all the difficulties. But, if we have followed him 
through these chapters with serious and open-minded attentiveness, we may well feel that he has given us enough 
to enable us to repeat the ‘Amen’ of his doxology in joyful confidence that the deep mystery which surrounds us 
is neither a nightmare mystery of meaninglessness nor a dark mystery of arbitrary omnipotence but the mystery 
which will never turn out to be anything other than the mystery of the altogether good and merciful and faithful 
God.” –C. E. B. Cranfield, Romans: A Shorter Commentary, pp.289-290 

III. THEOLOGICAL AFFIRMATION (V.36A) 
A. Analyzing the Structure 

The Greek text of this verse uses three prepositions to highlight important theological truths. 
1. FROM (ec) – Where do all things come from? They come from God. He is the Creator and Source. 

 Genesis 1:1 establishes the foundation for everything else in the biblical worldview. God made it all. 
-God is the only necessary Being. Everything else is contingent, i.e. dependent on God for existence. 
-Even the evil that exists is but a corruption of God’s good creation and can’t exist apart from Him. 
-You cannot understand the world in which you live until you know where (Who) it came from. 

 Now, relate this statement to the subject of Rom. 9-11. Where did your salvation come from? 
-Who chose whom? Where did you get your faith? Where did your repentance come from? 
-God is the source and author of salvation. That must inform and energize our worship. 1Co. 4:7 

2. THROUGH (dia) – How do all things come? They come through God. He is the Provider and Sustainer. 

 God not only made the world in which we live; He also holds it together with His power. (Col. 1:17) 

 It is through God that we are chosen for eternal life. It is in Christ. It is by the work of His Spirit. 

 What did Paul say earlier? Faith comes from good-hearts and noble intentions? No! 10:17 

 It is through God’s strength we stand. We are saved because He keeps us. Php 1:6; 4:13; Jn 10:28-29 
3. TO (eij) – Why do all things exist? They exist for God. His glory is the Goal and Purpose of all creation. 

 To what end are we saved? Am I saved because God loves me too much to send anyone to Hell? 

 My salvation is first for God’s glory, not my benefit. There is a larger divine purpose for everything. 

 God’s choice to save some but not all and to endure the wicked for a time glorifies Him. 9:22-24 

 What is the chief end of man? Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. (WSC 1) 
4. Assessing the Significance 
1. Man-centered theology comes to Romans 9-11 and dies. God’s glory is central in our salvation. 

“God has arranged redemptive history to bring the maximum glory to himself. He has arranged it so that it is 
clear that all things are from him, through him, and to him.” –T. Schreiner, Romans, p.638 

 We must realize the larger picture, the divine purpose in everything that is and that we experience. 

 God will be glorified. God must be glorified. God is being glorified, in our salvation or condemnation. 
-He is glorified in my justification as righteousness is imputed to me on the basis of Christ’s work. 
-He is being glorified in my sanctification as I become, by painful struggle, more and more like Christ. 
-He will be glorified in my glorification as I stand in His presence clothed in white on the last day. 

2. None of us are as important as we imagine. This world is not about us. My life is not. Neither is salvation. 

 The larger God becomes in my vision, the smaller I will discover myself to actually be. 

 The greater God’s glory appears and the more important it becomes, the less my own woes will be. 
3. Oh God, give us a greater vision for Your perfect, incomprehensible greatness and glory! 

IV. CONCLUDING ACCLAMATION (V.36B) 
1. Paul’s final statement is simple, easy to understand, but a prayer our hearts must learn (be trained) to pray. 
2. Can we pray this in our obedience? When chastened for disobedience? In pain? Loss? Doubt? As we die? 
3. What might be different about our prayers, our worship, our lives if this was our true prayer and aim in all? 
4. “To Him the glory unto the ages. Amen.” (literal translation) In everything, every day, every way. Our prayer.  


